
Dear Families,    October 24 - 27, 2016 
 

We hope you have a relaxing long weekend, enjoying some time to wind down and get reconnected 
after a busy start to fall.  We will have an eventful week again as we continue with Trees, have a guest Forest 
Hydrology expert, and an extremely busy day on Thursday.  Our plan is to go to the school library, return to 
eat an earlier lunch, get on the bus at 11:50 to attend a performance at the Ordway Theater by StepAfrika, an 
internationally renowned group. This address has a video that outlines their educational philosophy of 
teaching Stepping, a traditional West African American art form, to children: 
http://www.stepafrika.org/company/. If your child enjoys it, St. Paul has many Stepping 
companies. 

New math groupings begin on Thursday, but due to the CogAt testing 
(given to all students who have not previously been identified as GT – you 
received a letter last month), please check planners for math homework. It 
might vary. Unit 3 has four main areas of focus: to review place value in 2-
digit and 3-digit numbers; to review coin values and exchanges among coins; to tell time and 
to write time; and to gather data by counting and to analyze the data.  Keep working on that 
place value. 

We are also working on our Expert Books – you can help at home by talking to your 
child about what they are good at and could teach to someone else: taking care of a pet, 
cooking something special, raking leaves, building a project, playing a sport, creating a work 
of art, etc. We will be working on describing our expertise so well that someone else could 

learn it too. 
 One housekeeping note:  please label each of your child’s clothing items.  There are over  500 children 
in our school, and the Lost and Found is already getting full.  Many families buy clothing at the 
same places and children aren’t always able to visually distinguish their own mittens or even 
sweatshirts from another.  Labeling helps the staff return things to the proper owners.   

The school’s annual Fall Festival is this week.  For those of you new to SAP, it’s a major 
fundraiser – also a major good time.  J  Children are not allowed to wear costumes to school, but are more 
than welcome to do so at the Festival.  Along with games and food, the Book Fair is open that evening.  During 
this time, the school receives 50% of the sales made.  These Scholastic credits are used to buy books for 
classrooms or the library and also for furniture and other items.  This is a great opportunity for parents to buy 
gifts, etc.  Hope to see you at the Fall Festival from 5:30 – 8:00 on Thursday! 
 
General Information: 

• Specialists: S, M, PE, S 
• 10/24 – 11/01 Food Drive! Bins for non-perishables are next to the office. 
• 10/24 Forest Hydrologist Dr. Diane visits 
• Wednesdays Walk to School 
• Thursday School Library 
• 10/27 Ordway Theater Field Trip (thanks for sending $25) StepAfrika 12:30 
• 10/27 Fall Festival and Book Fair 5:30 – 8 PM 

• 10/28 No School 
• 11/06 Daylight Savings Ends 
• 11/08 Election Day 
• 11/14 2nd grade Family Science Night 6:30 – 7:30 
• 11/16 &17 Evening Conferences 4 – 7 
• 11/18 Daytime Conferences 8 – 4 
• 11/24 & 25 No School Thanksgiving Break 
• The weekly newsletter and spelling words are to be found on the web: 

http://stanthony.spps.org/Mao_Lee  
 
Spelling: like, time, white, bike, hike, strike, dime, lime, kite, write, know, no 
Vocabulary: vampire, pups, colonies, saliva, scary 
	  
Best, Ms. Lee  mao.lee@spps.org 
 


